MEDICAL MARIJUANA IN NEW YORK
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RECENT FINDINGS WITH MEDICAL MARIJUANA:
Numbers of Users Far Exceeds Estimates:  California now has over 253,800 licensed marijuana users.  The idea that it would be prescribed for only the “few thousand” who were in “acute medical need” was grossly erroneous…. prescriptions have grown and now include everything from anxiety to headaches.
Possession Limits: Legislation limiting the possession of medical marijuana to “8 ounces” was just ruled unconstitutional by the California Supreme Court, causing a great number of dismissals and acquittals - and leaving the law in a gray area for law enforcement, courts, and the criminal justice system.
L.A. City Council Shut Down Most Marijuana Dispensaries:  About 80 percent of the 1,000 or so medical-marijuana dispensaries operating in Los Angeles were recently shut down under a measure approved in January by the city council.  The ordinance also banned marijuana use at the remaining dispensaries and limit the outlets' location and hours. The proliferation of dispensaries - and growth in fraudulent use and prescriptions in recent years has alarmed many.

Some California Doctors Prescribing Marijuana for Kids:  Some teenagers with psychiatric conditions like attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) have become medical-marijuana users in California.  Some physicians have recommended marijuana to their adolescent patients.  One dispensary estimates that staffers have provided medical marijuana to around 50 users ages 14-to-18, and another “patient’s collective” has 24 minors among its clients.  But marijuana use disrupts attention, memory and concentration for all youth - and especially  for those with ADHD. Stephen Hinshaw, the chairman of the psychology department at the University of California at Berkeley, said, "How many ways can one say 'this is one of the worst ideas of all time?' "  Anecdotally, some California doctors said they think there are parents who authorize medical use of the drug simply so their children don't buy the drugs on the street.

Crime and Medical Marijuana:  Medical-marijuana providers and users have faced robbery and shootings in states where the drug is legal for medical use, but while the problem is widely acknowledged there is no consensus over a remedy. The Associated Press reported that one Seattle medical-marijuana activist has been targeted by thieves eight times, and he critically wounded a would-be thief during the latest incident. In another instance, a medical marijuana user was beaten to death in a confrontation with a man who was stealing marijuana from his rural property. Critics of medical marijuana said such crime is inevitable given the violent nature of the drug trade.
Benefits are Overstated:  The “benefits” from medical marijuana may have been grossly overstated.  Medical marijuana is no longer appropriate for chronic open-angle glaucoma, for multiple sclerosis, for Alzheimer’s disease, or for dementia. Benefits for other conditions are marginal and may be better served with other medications, and given potential serious side effects/consequences - even contra-indicated.
MARIJUANA IS NOT A SAFE DRUG!
Marijuana and Morbidity Statistics:  According to the Drug Awareness Warning Network (DAWN), in 2006 there were 290,563 marijuana related admissions into hospital emergency rooms (a 277 percent increase since 1998.)

Chemical Dependency:  According to the Department of Health and Human Services TEDS (Treatment Episode Data Set), in 2005 there were 292,250 admissions of people into drug treatment programs who stated that marijuana was their primary drug of addiction. According to the TED Survey, of the two million people admitted into treatment clinics each year as many as 24 percent have reported that marijuana is their primary drug of addiction. Tens of thousands more have dual-diagnosis - dependency with another drug and marijuana. The fact is that our treatment agencies are full of marijuana-dependent individuals with personal testimonials to the power and dangers of marijuana -especially with the newer more potent strains. 
Psychosis More Common Among Teen Marijuana Users:  Smoking marijuana as a teenager could raise the risk of developing schizophrenia and psychotic symptoms as a young adult, according to a new study that compared the prevalence of mental illness among marijuana users and non-users. Bloomberg News reported that researcher John McGrath of the University of Queensland, Australia, and colleagues studied 3,801 young-adult sibling pairs and concluded that those who used marijuana the longest (six or more years) were twice as likely to develop schizophrenia or delusional disorders. They also were four times more likely than non-users to score highly on a test gauging psychotic-like experiences. Higher scores on the test also were seen among those who used marijuana for less than three years. The study was published online in the Archives of General Psychiatry.
Daily Marijuana Use Could Cause Permanent Brain Damage:  Animal studies show that daily marijuana use could permanently alter serotonin and norepinephrine levels in the brain, raising the risk of depression and anxiety, according to researcher Gabriella Gobbi of McGill University.  Gobbi studied the brain chemistry of 18 adolescent lab rats exposed daily to marijuana and found that they had decreased levels of mood-controlling serotonin and higher levels of the stress hormone norepinephrine.  Gobbi said that the effects were magnified because the adolescent brain is still developing. "These permanent changes in the brain are also linked to certain mental illnesses," she said. "And we showed that even if we stopped the cannabis use at the end of adolescence, the changes were still detectable in adulthood."  The study was published in the journal Neurobiology of Disease.
Marijuana and DWI:  According to a major trauma center outside Toronto, the second most common drug found in accident victims admitted into Emergency Rooms - other than alcohol, is marijuana!  Another study showed that even smoking smaller doses of marijuana doubles the risk of a fatal accident - and larger doses can triple the risk.
(
The American Medical Association stated that marijuana in smoked form is unsuitable as a medicine. 

Both the Council on Addictions of New York State (CANYS)
and the New York State Society for Addiction Medicine (NYSAM)
 have taken a position AGAINST the proposed NYS Legislation supporting Medical Marijuana. 
They acknowledge potential therapeutic uses 
but caution that use should be under the strict supervision of the FDA
 and not under the proposals as set forth in the current proposed New York State Legislation.
