David G. Evans, Esq.
Executive Director
Drug Free Schools Coalition of New York
144 Boomhower Rd.
Lyon Mt., NY 12952
800-588-9903

 

Dear Friends

 

The "medical" marijuana bill SB-4041-B will be voted on soon. Please contact the New York Senate and ask them to oppose the bill. Ask them to take the bill out of the budget and have it voted on by itself.

 

The best way to contact them is by mail and to call. 

 

Below are the addresses of the Senate leadership and their phone numbers. To get more of their contact information go to: http://www.nysenate.gov/
When you get the website click on SENATORS on the upper left then click on ALL SENATORS then click on the left for the MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY.

 

Please also send emails asking them to oppose Senate Bill 4041-B the medical marijuana bill. Keep it short. Their emails are below. Only do this after you call and send a letter.

 

THIS MUST BE DONE ASAP!!! WE MAY ONLY HAVE A FEW DAYS TO STOP THIS.

 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION. THIS BILL WILL PASS UNLESS THEY HEAR FROM YOU. DO NOT LEAVE THIS TO SOMEONE ELSE. WE NEED EVERY LETTER AND CALL AND EMAIL.
 

Here are some talking points.

 

“Medical” Marijuana - Myths and Truths
 

Senate Bill 4041-B permits the smoking of marijuana as “medicine.” There have been many half truths and mis-perceptions swirling around this controversial bill. It’s important to set the record straight.
 
Who really uses “medical” marijuana?
 

The advocates of the legislation claim that “medical” marijuana helps seriously ill people with cancer or AIDS or glaucoma. They paint a picture of elderly ill people who need it for pain relief.  However, “medical" marijuana patient records from California show that 62% were between 17 and 35 years of age; and 71% were between ages 17 and 40. 

 

Only 2.05% of customers obtained physician recommendations for AIDS, glaucoma or cancer. An extremely high number of people were using "medical" marijuana for other purposes. Source: Report from the San Diego County District Attorney 
 
It’s easily accessible...
 

This legislation makes it easy to get marijuana. If you are over age 18, you can obtain marijuana by claiming to have a “serious condition.” The definition of “serious condition” in the bill is vague and full of loopholes. It includes a “severe debilitating” condition. This could include mental illness. For example, under the bill if you have such a condition and you have “dysphoria” you can get marijuana. Dysphoria is anxiety, depression, or restlessness. Do we want people to smoke marijuana because they are depressed and restless? See section 3360(6) of the bill

 

“Medical” marijuana leads to increased access and perceived availability for kids. Perceived availability of drugs is a risk factor predictive of later use.

 

It's not the only option...
 

If you want a cannabis-based medicine, you do not have to smoke or grow marijuana. There are two approved cannabinoid drugs in pill form already approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration (Marinol and Cesamet). The FDA has determined that smoking marijuana for medical use is unsafe. New York should not override the FDA process. It protects vulnerable patients. 

 

It's dangerous...
 

There are no established doses for smoked marijuana. It's unclear how it interacts with other drugs or medical conditions. There is much evidence that smoking marijuana harms sick people.  

 

It negatively impacts the community...
 

The bill will allow “registered organizations” to grow and distribute marijuana. These are marijuana dispensaries similar to those in California (sections 3364). Citizens in “medical” marijuana states have grown tired of the marijuana-related crime, noise and abuse that growing operations and “medical” marijuana dispensaries bring to their neighborhoods. For example, since California passed its “medical” marijuana law, more than 90 cities and counties in the state have passed moratoriums or bans on the dispensaries in their communities. 

 

It will increase the fiscal impact on the state budget…
 

The Department of Health will have to create a complicated and expensive new bureaucracy to regulate physicians, patients, and the dispensaries. The bureaucracy goes on and on. See sections 3363 to 3367.   
 
New York should not model other states’ experiences...
 

        * increased crime
        * increased substance use
        * decreased perception of the harm of marijuana by youth and adults
        * increased drug trafficking
        * and an overall acceptance of the use of marijuana for many other reasons than the purported medicinal purpose.

 

The national medical organizations opposed to smoked marijuana as medicine include:

 

American Medical Association
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
American Glaucoma Society
American Academy of Ophthalmology
American Cancer Society
National Eye Institute
National Institute for Neurological Disorders and Stroke
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

 

In closing...
 

While we strive to be a compassionate society, there must be a balance between alleviating or managing pain and creating a system that potentially does more harm than good. The road that the medical marijuana legislation is traveling is laden with potholes.  

 

SENATE LEADERSHIP

 
Senator Duane
430 State Capitol Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
212-633-8052
518-455-2451

Senator Espada, Jr.
420 State Capitol Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
518-455-3395

Senator Hassell-Thompson
612 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-547-8854
518-455-2061
 
Senator Huntley
803 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-523-3069
518-455-3531
 
Senator Klein
427 State Capitol Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-822-2049
518-455-3595

Senator Kruger
913 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-743-8610
518-455-2460
 
Senator Onorato
310 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-545-9706
518-455-3486
 
Senator Sampson
409 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-649-7653
518-455-2788
 
Senator Schneiderman
708 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
 212-928-5578
518-455-2041

Senator Stachowski
918 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
716-826-3344
518-455-2426
 
Senator Stavisky
509 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-445-0004
518-455-3461
 
Senator Valesky
416 State Capitol Bldg
Albany, NY 12247
315-478-8745
518-455-2838
 
Senator Smith
909 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-528-4290
518-455-2701
 
Senator Breslin
502 State Capitol Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
 518-455-2225
518-455-2225
 
Senator Dilan
811 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
 718-573-1726
518-455-2177
 
Senator Thompson
902 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
716-854-8705
518-455-3371
 
Senator Serrano
848 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
212-828-5829
518-455-2795
 
Senator Savino
512 Legislative Office Bldg
Albany, NY 12247
718-727-9406
518-455-2437
 
Senator Montgomery
711 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
718-643-6140
518-455-3451
 
Senator Oppenheimer
806 Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, NY 12247
914-934-5250
518-455-2031
 
SENATE EMAILS

 

eadams@senate.state.ny.us,
alesi@senate.state.ny.us,
aubertin@senate.state.ny.us,
bonacic@senate.state.ny.us,
breslin@senate.state.ny.us,
squadron@senate.state.ny.us,
jdefranc@senate.state.ny.us,
diaz@senate.state.ny.us,
dilan@senate.state.ny.us,
duane@senate.state.ny.us,
farley@senate.state.ny.us,
flanagan@senate.state.ny.us,
fuschill@senate.state.ny.us,
golden@senate.state.ny.us,
espada@senate.state.ny.us,
griffo@senate.state.ny.us,
hannon@senate.state.ny.us,
hassellt@senate.state.ny.us,
shuntley@senate.state.ny.us,
johnson@senate.state.ny.us,
ojohnson@senate.state.ny.us,
jdklein@senate.state.ny.us,
lkrueger@senate.state.ny.us,
kruger@senate.state.ny.us,
lanza@senate.state.ny.us,
larkin@senate.state.ny.us,
lavalle@senate.state.ny.us,
leibell@senate.state.ny.us,
senator@senatorlibous.com,
little@senate.state.ny.us,
Addabbo@senate.state.ny.us,
marcelli@senate.state.ny.us,
Maziarz@senate.state.ny.us,
montgome@senate.state.ny.us,
morahan@senate.state.ny.us,
nozzolio@senate.state.ny.us,
onorato@senate.state.ny.us,
oppenhei@senate.state.ny.us,
padavan@senate.state.ny.us,
parker@senate.state.ny.us,
perkins@senate.state.ny.us,
ranz@senate.state.ny.us,
robach@senate.state.ny.us,
saland@senate.state.ny.us,
sampson@senate.state.ny.us,

savino@senate.state.ny.us,
schneide@senate.state.ny.us,
serrano@senate.state.ny.us,
seward@senate.state.ny.us,
skelos@senate.state.ny.us,
masmith@senate.state.ny.us,
stachows@senate.state.ny.us,
stavisky@senate.state.ny.us,
scousins@senate.state.ny.us,
athompso@senate.state.ny.us,
sd3info@gmail.com
mcdonald@senate.state.ny.us,
valesky@senate.state.ny.us,
volker@senate.state.ny.us,
winner@senate.state.ny.us,
cyoung@senate.state.ny.us
 

