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April 14, 2010
Dear Senator:
On behalf of Save Our Society From Drugs, a nonprofit organization with members in your state, I urge you to remove S4041-B, a bill that would legalize marijuana under the guise of medicine, from the pending budget bill.  We have analyzed this bill and believe it does not warrant placement in the budget.  Any alleged economic benefits would be significantly undermined by the increased societal costs.   

Save Our Society From Drugs, (S.O.S.), has over ten years of experience in monitoring and making policy recommendations on drug policy issues including those pertaining to marijuana as a so-called medicine. We have worked with many cities and states to help close the loopholes that often exist with these programs. S.O.S. takes a comprehensive approach to promote sound drug policy that includes education, prevention, abstinence-based treatment, scientific research, and community awareness.  Our members include doctors, researchers, law enforcement officials, business leaders, lawyers, and parents, just to name a few. 

Proponents of this legislation claim that the potential revenue generated from establishing such programs would solve the state’s economic problems. This is simply not true. Look what happened with tobacco and alcohol.  According to the Framework Convention Alliance for Tobacco Control, each year tens of billions of cigarettes vanish into the black market, reducing government revenue and financing criminal groups. The Tobacco Atlas reports that about 600 billion cigarettes were sold on the black market in 2006, and recent news reports indicate that the situation is getting much worse. The loss of tax revenue and other operating fees resulting from black market sales falls on the national finance ministries, not on the tobacco manufacturers who make their profit when the product is distributed. 
S4041B proposes the establishment of registered producers for the cultivation of marijuana which is then distributed to a registered organization who in turn sells or “distributes” to anyone with a registration card. Tobacco is smuggled into the black market during distribution from manufacturers to retail establishments; the same is likely to happen with marijuana while it travels between producers and retailers.  

Tax revenues and other operating fees collected from tobacco and alcohol do not come close to the costs associated with those substances. A National Institute on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse report titled Updating Estimates of the Economic Costs of Alcohol Abuse in the United States: Estimates, Update Methods and Data, states that alcohol-related costs from health care, lost productivity, and criminal justice amount to over $185 billion. The Tax Policy Center shows that federal excise taxes on alcohol in 2007 totaled around $9 billion while states collected around $5.5 billion. Even when combined, $14.5 billion does not put a dent in the $185 billion societal costs associated with alcohol. Without evidence to prove otherwise, one can only surmise the same outcomes for marijuana. 

“Medicalization” of marijuana creates an illusion that it is harmless and history has shown that such a perception increases drug use. With increased drug use comes higher healthcare costs. 

Marijuana is not a harmless drug as the pro-dug lobby claims; it is an addictive drug that poses significant health consequences to its users. Recent studies have linked marijuana use to birth defects, respiratory system damage, cancer, mental illness, violence, infertility, and immune system damage. The latest information from the U.S. Treatment Episode Data Set reports that 16.1% of drug treatment admissions were for marijuana as the primary drug of abuse, compared to 6% in 1992.  

Marijuana legalization, even under the guise of medicine, will increase crime-related costs. Approximately 75% of children in foster care are placed there because of a parent's substance abuse. Sexual assault is frequently facilitated by substance use – some experts put the number at over 60%. The U.S. Department of Justice found that 61% of domestic violence offenders also have substance abuse problems.

S4041B seeks to establish marijuana dispensaries which will increase costs to law enforcement. Law enforcement officials are struggling to keep up with the increased crime associated with the influx of pot dispensaries in states like California and Colorado. Dispensaries claim to operate as nonprofit, but they have been tied to organized crime gangs and are often multi-million dollar profit centers. Dispensaries are easy marks for criminal activities because of valuable marijuana crops and large amounts of cash. Operators of dispensaries have been attacked and murdered by armed criminals both at their storefronts and at home. Common secondary byproducts related to dispensaries include: drug dealing, sales to minors, loitering, heavy vehicle and foot traffic in retail areas, increased noise, and robberies of customers just outside the facilities. 

If passed, implementing S4041B would mean the creation of an expensive bureaucracy. The Department of Health would be required to set up a system to regulate “medical” marijuana physicians, patients and dispensaries in efforts to prevent abuse. In addition, because the deferral Food and Drug Administration has not approved marijuana as a so-called medicine, the dispensing and growing of marijuana will remain illegal under federal law. This could pose additional legal complications for the Department of Health and could jeopardize their chances of receiving federal dollars for any Department of Health programs.  

For many of the reasons mentioned in this testimony, marijuana legalization is opposed by the Obama Administration. In a recent statement delivered at the California Police Chiefs Association Conference, Office of National Drug Control Policy Director R. Gil Kerlikowske said, “As I’ve said from the day I was sworn in, marijuana legalization – for any purpose – is a non-starter in the Obama Administration.” 

I hope that you will carefully consider our findings and not only remove S4041B from the budget, but also reject and vote NO when given the opportunity. “Medical” marijuana is not the answer to New York’s budget crisis. 

Sincerely,
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Calvina Fay

Executive Director

Save Our Society From Drugs

www.saveoursociety.org
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